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See,  
I am doing a NEW THING!  
Now it springs up;  
do you not perceive it?  
I am MAKING A WAY  
in the wilderness  
and STREAMS 
in the wasteland.
—Isaiah 43:19
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DEAR FRIEND,
What a year it’s been at Prison Fellowship! So many exciting things are happening 
that it was hard to decide what we wanted to include in this report we’ve prepared for 
you. Thanks to your generosity and God’s grace, new opportunities and partnerships 
are springing up all over the country.

All this forward momentum and activity is squarely in line with our mission—the 
same mission God gave Chuck Colson more than 40 years ago. Now we’re using all 
we’ve learned to expand and innovate in our core ministry areas, from programs that 
disciple and transform prisoners to ones that strengthen their families and improve 
the justice system.

This growth is sustainable, too. I am grateful to report that for the last three years, 
Prison Fellowship has maintained a budget surplus, and we have solid plans in place  
to increase our funding to keep pace with the continued growth of programs. God 
has also assembled an amazingly talented and diverse team to help lead the ministry, 
making sure we are wisely investing time and resources in ways that will help trans-
form the most lives.

I pray you are encouraged to learn all you’ve helped accomplish this year. This is just 
the beginning of much more to come.

JAMES J. ACKERMAN
President and Chief Executive Officer
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A Celebration
of Hope

5  
honorees

HOPE AWARDS 
HONOR LEADERS 
EMBRACING 
COLSON’S LEGACY

In August 2016 Prison Fellowship presents the inaugural Charles 
Colson Hope Awards to people who have devoted themselves to 
restoring those affected by crime and incarceration. Sen. John 
Cornyn of Texas receives the Advocate of Hope award for his efforts 
to create a more restorative criminal justice system. Danny Croce 
(pictured left, center) accepts the Champion of Hope Award for 
overcoming his criminal history to become a prison chaplain. The 
Cauwels family receives the Legacy of Hope award for investing 
faithfully in Chuck Colson’s vision. Mary Kay Beard is posthumously 
honored with the Restorer of Hope award for founding the Angel 
Tree program, and Burl Cain, former warden of Louisiana State 
Penitentiary (Angola), receives the Servant of Hope award for 
being a leader in the moral rehabilitation of prisoners.

To learn more about the nomination process for the Charles Colson 
Hope Awards, visit prisonfellowship.org/about/colson-hope-awards.

Their fruitful lives are a 

reminder that our father’s 

impact on prison ministry, 

prison culture, and justice 

reform has been broad and 

lasting. —Chris Colson, 

son of Charles Colson and 

a Prison Fellowship board 

member

Carl Dill, Brenda Haff, Chris Colson Ed Simcox



FY17  |  4FY
17

  | 
 3

19,800  
prisoners attended evangelistic Hope Events

Amazing
E A S T E R  2 0 1 7

Hope

Following in the footsteps of our founder, who was known for 
spending Easter behind bars, Prison Fellowship organizes a yard 
event at Folsom State Prison on Good Friday. Dozens of volunteers 
and staff members go through the gates to minister to approximately 
500 men. Noted author and speaker Francis Chan (below center) 
offers a message of redemption and transformation. Musical guests 
and a speaker who performs feats of strength also connect with the 
audience. Dozens of men make a public decision to follow Christ. 
During the year, more than 100 similar events present the life-
changing message of God’s love to men and women in correctional 
facilities across the country, putting many at the starting line of 
transformation.  

Read more about how your support is changing lives for eternity at 
prisonfellowship.org/tag/hope-event. 

For the first time in years, I 

feel truly free. I can’t thank 

Prison Fellowship enough for 

putting on this program and 

letting me meet Jesus. They 

even gave me my first Bible. 

–Josh, Folsom Hope Event 

attendee

GOOD FRIDAY EVENT 
IN FOLSOM PRISON 
CONTINUES CHUCK’S 
TRADITION
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ISAIAH 61:1
... He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners.

Good Friday 2017, 
Folsom State Prison, 
California
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 3,078 
men and women are enrolled in a  

Prison Fellowship Academy™

Our country needs more of 

this kind of radical hope. That’s 

why I’m excited about the 

tremendous momentum of our 

Prison Fellowship Academies. 

—James Ackerman

10-YEAR CAMPAIGN 
PAINTS VISION 
OF NATIONWIDE 
TRANSFORMATION

At an event in Naples, Florida, with long-time ministry friend 
Stephen Curtis Chapman, Prison Fellowship officially launches 
the 40 to Fifty campaign, a bold, 10-year plan to establish 172 
Academies by 2026. The initiative, which capitalizes on insights 
and best practices tested over decades of ministry behind bars, will 
establish Academies in at least one men’s and one women’s facility 
in each state. Two new Academies open their doors in Nebraska, 
offering dozens of men and women a long-term, holistic path to 
restoration. Staffing, resources, and approval are secured to open 
additional Academies in Oklahoma, Virginia, and California. By the 
end of the fiscal year, there are 76 Academies nationwide. 

To learn more about how Prison Fellowship Academies are 
transforming lives, reducing recidivism, and improving public safety, 
check out the stories in the enclosed 40 to Fifty campaign update. 

Kylene McNeill, Erika Harold & Kirsten Haglund Steven Curtis Chapman
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  Celebrate Recovery chapters are invited  
to serve Angel Tree children

30,000

LEADING MINISTRIES 
TEAM UP TO  
TACKLE ADDICTION

In March 2017, Prison Fellowship announces a new partnership 
with Celebrate Recovery, a Christ-centered 12-step program, to 
help incarcerated men and women overcome their “hurts, habits, 
and hang-ups.” The partnership will make Celebrate Recovery a 
key component of all Prison Fellowship Academies operating in the 
United States, helping thousands of prisoners work through addiction 
issues underlying their criminal behavior. In a special edition of Inside 
Journal®, John Baker offers soon-to-be-released prisoners advice on 
addiction recovery. James Ackerman speaks at Celebrate Recovery’s 
regional summits, inviting representatives from thousands of chapters 
to serve prisoners’ children in their local communities through Angel 
Tree Christmas.

Relationships with trusted organizations like Celebrate Recovery 
maximize the impact of your generosity. Read more about this 
fruitful partnership on our blog at prisonfellowship.org/tag/
celebrate-recovery. 

I am overjoyed Celebrate 

Recovery is partnering 

with Prison Fellowship to 

help [prisoners] overcome 

the overwhelming burden 

of addiction. – John Baker, 

Founder of Celebrate 

Recovery 

Mac Owen 
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WARDEN
EXCHANGE
A Program of Prison Fellowship®

®

TM

  
prison leaders have been part of 

Warden Exchange

76

PRISON LEADERS 
SHARE TOOLS AND 
FRESH PERSPECTIVES AT 
WARDEN EXCHANGE

In September 2016, the third class of Warden Exchange™ 
participants meets in Minneapolis to cap off their experience 
with a two-day residency, including case studies, a comparative 
analysis of international prison systems, a simulation to hone 
dispute resolution skills, and an interactive panel on creating a 
more rehabilitative environment. After graduating, many of the 
wardens, deputy wardens, and assistant wardens say they feel 
energized and better prepared to promote dignity, rehabilitation, 
and safety in their prisons. They return to their posts with an 
action plan for tackling their top challenges. They also take home 
a deep network of corrections experts and committed colleagues 
from across the country. 

To learn how your support of Prison Fellowship is helping to create 
safer, more rehabilitative prison environments by investing in 
prison leaders, visit prisonfellowship.org/warden-exchange. 

I didn’t realize how lucky 

I was until I got there. 

Warden Exchange brings 

things down to the basics. 

The complicated things 

they make uncomplicated. 

—Lynn Lizotte, Deputy 

Superintendent, 

Massachusetts Correctional 

Facility and Warden 

Exchange participant
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5,575  
copies of small-group study distributed

In the fall of 2016, Prison Fellowship releases “Outrageous 
Justice,” a book, video series, and small-group curriculum designed 
to awaken Christians to the need for justice that restores. Offered 
free of charge to pilot participants, the material helps more than 
375 small groups navigate the complexities of the criminal justice 
system, while providing a biblical perspective on justice and offering 
hands-on opportunities to engage. A survey conducted to evaluate 
the curriculum suggests that it effectively heightens awareness of 
criminal justice issues, sparks conversations about the intersection 
of faith and justice, and increases the likelihood that Christians will 
take individual and collective action.

Your faithful giving helps mobilize churches to call for a more 
restorative criminal justice, care for victims, walk alongside prisoners, 
and support families. To learn more about the "Outrageous Justice" 
curriculum, visit prisonfellowship.org/outrageousjustice.

Biblical justice is about 

restoring broken people, 

relationships, and communities 

through solutions that reflect 

their God-given value.  

—Craig DeRoche, Senior Vice 

President of Advocacy and 

Public Policy

PRISON FELLOWSHIP 
LAUNCHES 

“OUTRAGEOUS JUSTICE” 
CURRICULUM
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ZECHARIAH 7:9 
This is what the LORD Almighty said: 

"Administer true justice; show mercy and 
compassion to one another."

Fifteenth anniversary celebration of the Prison 
Fellowship Academy at Minnesota Correctional 
Facility-Lino Lakes
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DECLARATION

2,500  
signatories

In June 2017, Prison Fellowship launches the Justice Declaration 
at a packed event at the National Press Club, standing with key 
partners from the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission, the 
Charles Colson Center for Christian Worldview, and the National 
Association of Evangelicals. Close to 100 prominent Christian 
leaders add their names. Grounded in biblical values, the Justice 
Declaration calls the Church to deploy its unparalleled capacity 
to respond to crime and over-incarceration. James Ackerman and 
several signatories bring a copy of the declaration to lawmakers 
on Capitol Hill, including Speaker Paul Ryan and Senator Charles 
Grassley.  More than 2,500 people sign on to the declaration in its 
first few months.

Read more about how your support is shaping the criminal justice 
policy conversation at justicedeclaration.org. 

The Justice Declaration is 

needed now more than ever. 

On account of our Christian 

faith, we call for a justice 

system that is fair and 

redemptive for all.

—James Ackerman

HIGH-PROFILE 
CHRISTIAN LEADERS 
SIGN ON TO THE  
JUSTICE DECLARATION
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 1,260
Second Chances 5K runners

SECOND
CHANCE

M O N T H

I am proud to join this 

bipartisan group of senators 

to designate April 2017 

as Second Chance Month… 

Federal and local governments 

should work to remove 

barriers and help former 

inmates live out their God-

given potential. 

—Sen. James Lankford, 

R-Okla.

PRISON FELLOWSHIP AND 
PARTNERS UNLOCK SECOND 
CHANCES NATIONWIDE

Prison Fellowship and a broad spectrum of partners declare April 
as Second Chance Month, raising awareness of the legal and 
social hurdles faced by people with a criminal history when they 
return home. In support, the United States Senate unanimously 
passes a resolution encouraging the country to observe Second 
Chance Month by giving closure to people who have paid their 
debt to society. Second-chance resolutions are also passed by the 
legislatures in Colorado and Maine, while proclamations are issued 
by the governor of Michigan and the mayor of St. Paul. Prison 
Fellowship’s annual Second Chances 5Ks take off in Denver and 
Minneapolis, welcoming runners on the outside to participate in 
solidarity with runners behind bars. 

Learn more about how your support is creating chances for returning 
citizens to contribute to their communities at prisonfellowship.org/
secondchances.
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Second Chances 5K, Colorado

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation  
has come: The old has gone, the new is here!
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®

A Program of Prison Fellowship
ANGEL TREE®

®

291,343  
Angel Tree® children served

Thank you for being a blessing 

to my children through the 

Angel Tree ministry. It is 

through this that I am able to 

build a beautiful relationship 

with my children. [That] 

which was once broken is now 

restored. —Leesa, a mom 

behind bars

During Christmas 2016, another round of Angel Tree® unwraps joy 
and hope for hundreds of thousands of children with incarcerated 
parents. The program mobilizes more than 7,000 churches and 
organizations nationwide to deliver a gift and the Gospel message 
on behalf of moms and dads in prison. Every eligible child for the 
2016 season is assigned to be served! Also, for the first time ever, 
Prison Fellowship partners with Zondervan to offer each Angel Tree 
household a free Adventure Bible. The beautifully illustrated and 
easy-to-read resource allows families to take an exciting journey 
through God’s Word together.

Read more about how your generosity is helping restore the bonds 
between prisoners and their families at angeltree.org. 

ANGEL TREE 
DELIVERS LOVE, 
RESTORES HOPE
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Camping

®

A Program of Prison Fellowship
ANGEL TREE®

®

6,813  
children sent to camp

SUMMER CAMP 
RESETS TRAJECTORIES 
FOR PRISONERS’ KIDS

During the summer of 2016, thousands of children with a parent 
in prison attend Christian camps with scholarships from Angel 
Tree. At camp, children make friends with others who share their 
struggles. They enjoy the chance to simply be kids in a family 
environment created by caring counselors, who challenge them 
to draw close to Christ. Through it all, they discover the love of 
God in the great outdoors. Starting in 2017, Angel Tree sets a goal 
to begin sending twice as many children to camp, so that more 
young people like Kerri, once a hurting girl from a broken home,  
can have the opportunity to leave behind destructive cycles and 
discover a higher purpose in Christ. 

Read about how your generosity is making an unforgettable 
camping experience accessible to kids with a parent in prison at 
angeltree.org/camping.

Thank you so much, Angel 

Tree, for not only changing 

my life, but changing all 

these other kids' lives and 

bringing a broken community 

together and making it whole. 

– Kerri McCain, former Angel 

Tree camper and current 

counselor



FY17  |  28FY
17

  | 
 2

7

LIFTING KIDS UP

ANGEL TREE®

500  
kids attend sports clinics

SPORTS CLINICS 
TO DOUBLE IN 
COMING YEAR

Angel Tree hosts sports clinics, where children of prisoners and 
other at-risk youth come to have fun, sharpen their skills, and 
discover more of God’s love. In 2016 around 450 children—
mostly boys—gather at football camps in northern California, 
southern California, and southern Florida, while 50 girls come 
together for a cheerleading clinic in San Diego. Over the next 
year, Prison Fellowship will expand these clinics to reach at least 
1,000 children at eight locations across the country, adding less 
traditional sports like ice skating and surfing. 

Watch the “Angel Tree Sports Clinic 2017” video on YouTube to 
see how your generosity is helping at-risk children be encouraged 
and learn valuable life lessons.

These clinics are intended 

to help prisoners’ children 

deal with the anger, hurt, and 

disappointment they may 

feel and let them know they 

can overcome their tough 

circumstances and go on to 

achieve great things in life.  

—Joe Avila, National Director, 

Events & Sports Clinics
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PROVERBS 22:6
Start children off on the way they should go, and 
even when they are old they will not turn from it.

Angel Tree Football Clinic, 
Northern California
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TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE  
FROM OPERATIONS:
$39,411,000 -4.9%

from 2016

Contributions

In-kind Contributions

Investment Return Loss on Sale and Disposal of Property
$37,274,000 95%

Other Revenue
$1,300,000$76,000

$790,000 -$29,000

OUR MISSION: RESTORE THOSE AFFECTED 
BY CRIME AND INCARCERATION

-3.1%
from 2016

-0.5% -5.2% -3.6%

1.3%

-32.6%

$37,754,000
Prison Ministry
$19,838,000

Management and General
$4,092,000

Fundraising
$8,943,000

Public Education
$3,037,000

International Prison Ministry
$1,844,000

TOTAL EXPENSE 
BREAKDOWN:

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2017

FY17 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

To see complete audited financials, go to prisonfellowship.org/financials.

CONTRIBUTION STATISTICS:

DEC
largest giving 

month

582
number of gifts 

greater than 
$5,000

$1M
single largest gift 

from 2 donors

FY17 Net Assets (in thousands)

$26,170 $8,484 $3,478 $38,132

Unrestricted: Temporarily
Restricted: 

Permanently
Restricted: 

Total: 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS FROM INVESTMENTS AND 
SPLIT-INTEREST AGREEMENTS (IN THOUSANDS)

Unrestricted Temporarily Restricted Permanently Restricted Total

Unrealized net market 
gain on investments 789 107 - 896

Change in value of split-
interest agreements (489) 41 22 (426)

Carl F. Dill, Jr.
Chairman of the Board
Managing Director and 
Founder
TriCour Partners
Naples, FL 

Heidi A. Huizenga
Secretary
Huizenga Capital 
Management
Oakbrook, IL 

Paul S. Cauwels
Treasurer 
Principal and Founder
Cauwels & Stuve Realty &

Development Advisors, LLC
Albuquerque, NM 

Dr. W. Brian Byrd 
Proprietor and Operator 
Texas Family Medicine 
Fort Worth, TX

N. Burl Cain 
Former Warden
Louisiana State Penitentiary

at Angola
Board Member 
Dept. of Corrections Credit 
Union
Baton Rouge, LA

Christian B. Colson 
Senior Vice President
BB&T Bank
Charleston, SC

Erika N. Harold  
Meyer Capel, P.C. 
Miss America 2003 
Champaign, IL 

Marten S. Hoekstra 
Former CEO
Emerging Global Advisors 
New York, NY 

Bishop Harry R. Jackson, Jr.
Senior Pastor
Hope Christian Church
Founder and President
High Impact Leadership 
Coalition
Beltsville, MD

Jack Kiervin 
PFI Representative
Prison Fellowship 
International

Board Member
Ontario, Canada 

Thomas E. Mader 
CEO
Guardity Technologies, Inc.
Plano, TX

Robert S. Milligan 
Chairman 
Wood-Stieper Capital 
Group
Omaha, NE 

Terry L. Van Der Aa  
President
TLV Holdings, Inc. 
Hinsdale, IL 




